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ANNOUNCEMENT

For this first issue of our APC Journal and for several of the next issues we will probably be experimenting with the header design, the
text style and size, and whether or not we can do as many as two issues a month.  One goal is to keep the header graphics and the font size
and length of articles from taking too long for a recipient to load.

The frequency of issues depends in part on the voluntary time and energy available to the publisher/editor, who is currently the Secretary
of APC National.  If members begin assisting by submitting material for publication, then achieving two issues per month will be more
achievable. Like all editors, the Secretary will have authority to accept, reject, or modify submitted material.  It is intended this Journal
will be in most respects like a newsletter but also have some features of a small online newspaper or periodical limited to APC members.

FEATURE ARTICLE

I'm sure you will all share my appreciation for the exceptional troop support accomplished by our APC member Robert Gowan, who has
sent a great deal of coffee to our deployed troops in recent months and has ongoing support projects as outlined in his recent report
reproduced below.  He has also been an enthusiastic Gathering of Eagles organizer for flag rallies and has provided much help to rallies
sponsored by the APC Hawaii Chapter.  Please join me in applauding his outstanding efforts.

Aloha! & Happy New Year 2009  (from Robert Gowan)

I would like to take a few moments and briefly report to you what was achieved in 2008 with the combined

Kona coffee donations to our Hawaii based troops efforts , to both U.S. Army and U.S. Marine Corps

Operation Warrior Wake Up ! & Operation Jarhead Java -Kona for the Corps :

A total of 2049 lbs of fine Kona coffee was sent to Iraq in 2008 , to both services .
Every box of Kona coffee sent made it , none were lost in transit .
All coffee sent was confirmed on arrival by soldiers and Marines appointed to receive it.

424 lbs of fine Kona coffee were sent to both Army and Marines over the Thanksgiving - Christmas season alone.

I think we can say ; We made their Holidays much brighter .

In addition to Kona coffee , 3 ancillary projects were also quite successful :

Project Coffee Pot : landed over $4000 worth of very fine quality Freiling insulated , stainless steel,
French press coffee makers to both 2nd Stryker Brigade and 3rd Marine Regiment troops
over the course of this year .
This provided approx 5 of these non-electric coffee pots per Company or Troop , and in some cases up to 8 & 10
for every Battalion supported.
Project Coffee Pot is on hold at this time .

Project Ice Cube :landed approx 6 cases of high quality ,heavy duty Rubbermaid ,plastic ice cube trays
to many of the Marines and Army who were getting the Kona coffee sent to them , during the height
of the Iraqi 'hot season' .
Simple ice cube trays were found to be unavailable in Iraq and these allowed the troops to be able to make their
own Kona coffee ice cubes and also simply regular ice cubes , a very precious commodity in Iraq at that time of the year.
Project Ice Cube is on hold at this time .
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Project Ntl. Geo : landed over 200 lbs of National Geographic magazines to the Chaplain of the 2nd Stryker Brigade ,
whom then distributed them out in 'supply pacs' to the remote Joint Combat Outposts , for our soldiers enjoyment
and relaxing edification . It is assumed that they can be further released to Iraqi school children  , to aide in their attaining
a wider view of the world than they might otherwise have .
Project Ntl.Geo is on hold at this time ,awaiting more Ntl Geo's !

At this time , no more Kona coffee can be sent to the good soldiers of the 2nd Stryker Brigade because the postal shut-off date
in advance of their return to base at Schofield Barracks on Oahu is coming into effect on 7 Jan. 2009
Operation Warrior Wake Up is thus completed at this time .

Operation Jarhead Java , Kona coffee to our Kaneohe based 1st Battalion of the 3rd Marines , as well as the Lucky Red Lions
Heavy Marine Helicopter squadron 363 , is still ongoing , for a few more months , at this time.
I have not been clearly advised as to the exact shut off date for their postal deliveries yet.

A BIG Mahalo ! (Thank you) to all those that participated in these efforts !

2009 plans:

I am hoping to be able to start working with the Chaplain for  Special Purpose Marine Air Ground Task Force – Afghanistan
in Kandahar ,Afghanistan  , and possibly the Chaplain for the 25th Inf. Div Headquarters  group , near Tikrit , Iraq as Kona coffee
donations allow .

These commitments will require far LESS coffee than it has taken to support the entire 2nd Stryker Brigade .

I will be happy to work with anyone that is willing to offer any smaller amounts of coffee to this effort.  After the 1/3 Marines and the
Lucky Red Lions come home , amounts totaling 50 lbs per month from all sources should be sufficient , for all Units supported.

I am also making an appeal for assistance with postage for sending the coffee at this time .

IF any of you have any interest in continuing to assist me in this effort , with Kona coffee
or any other help , please reply to this e-mail . (via Robert Williams, APC Secretary)

If I do not hear from you , I shall not bug you continually about it! This effort has to be 'easy ' and from the heart , and not a wearisome
burden , or a financial stress . Many of you have already contributed so much , so if that is all you wish to offer , God bless you and thank
you so much for it !

Yet we still have a lot of good people out there , far from home , to whom some great Kona coffee , would mean so much to. 
I invite you to join me in getting it to them.  The mission continues. Please read the attached letters , below , from our U.S. Marines in
Afghanistan expressing strong interest in the Kona coffee being sent to them.

Thank you for reviewing this  note and thanks again for all your tremendous support in 2008 !

Aloha! & Happy New Year !

Robert Gowan

Letters from Afghanistan :

Robert,

Thank you for contacting me and for offering your kindness to the Marines and sailors of Special Purpose Marine Air Ground Task Force
– Afghanistan.

 SPMAGTF-A has been deployed to the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan since November with the mission of conducting
counterinsurgency operations with a focus on training and mentoring the Afghan National Police. As you know, we have many Hawaii
Marines among us: Combat Logistics Battalion 3 from MCB Hawaii, Kaneohe Bay is deployed as our logistics combat element, and our
command element comes from 3rd Marine Regiment, also from MCB Hawaii, Kaneohe Bay.

 We appreciate the offer of Kona coffee. Several Marines around here have spoken very highly of it. Our chaplain is CDR Steven P.
Unger; I have included his address in the CC line. The coffee can be mailed to him .

Once again, we appreciate your generosity and the support you offer. I wish you and the Gathering of Eagles a very happy holiday season!

Stewart M. Coles, First Lieutenant, U.S. Marine Corps, Public Affairs Officer



about:blank

3 of 3 4/27/2011 11:37 AM

Special Purpose Marine Air Ground Task Force – Afghanistan

Kandahar Air Field, Islamic Republic of Afghanistan

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Robert,

I am sure that our network of chaplains and religious program specialists will be able to distribute the coffee. If not, Marines will find a
way to get coffee distributed, especially when they find out it is Kona Coffee! I would contact Chaplain Unger at (his e-mail address) in
order to get the ball rolling.

Once again, we thank you very much for your generosity. Happy Holidays!

Stewart M. Coles First Lieutenant, U.S. Marine Corps

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Sir,

thank you for the offer of coffee; we would be delighted to take it. Here in Kandahar Air Field (KAF) we have about 400 Marines, so less
than a battalion. 

I am gratified by the outpouring of support that we enjoy from the home front, thank you for doing this.

Sincerely, Chaplain Steve Unger,  CDR Steven P. Unger, HQCO 3rd Marines


