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CHRISTMAS POEM (anonymous)  Worth repeating if you already read it.

The embers glowed softly, and in their dim light,

 I gazed round the room and I cherished the sight.

 My wife was asleep, her head on my chest,

 My daughter beside me, angelic in rest.

 Outside the snow fell, a blanket of white,

 Transforming the yard to a winter delight. 

 The sparkling lights in the tree I believe,

 Completed the magic that was Christmas Eve.

 My eyelids were heavy, my breathing was deep,

 Secure and surrounded by love I would sleep.

 In perfect contentment, or so it would seem,

 So I slumbered, perhaps I started to dream.

The sound wasn't loud, and it wasn't too near,

 But I opened my eyes when it tickled my ear.

 Perhaps just a cough, I didn't quite know,
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Then the sure sound of footsteps outside in the snow.

 My soul gave a tremble, I struggled to hear,

 And I crept to the door just to see who was near. 

 Standing out in the cold and the dark of the night,

 A lone figure stood, his face weary and tight.

 A soldier, I puzzled, some twenty years old,

 Perhaps a Marine, huddled here in the cold.

 Alone in the dark, he looked up and smiled,

 Standing watch over me, and my wife and my child. 

 "What are you doing?" I asked without fear,

 "Come in this moment, it's freezing out here!

 Put down your pack, brush the snow from your sleeve,

 You should be at home on a cold Christmas Eve!"

 For barely a moment I saw his eyes shift,

 Away from the cold and the snow blown in drifts..

To the window that danced with a warm fire's light

 Then he sighed and he said "Its really all right,

 I'm out here by choice. I'm here every night."

 "It's my duty to stand at the front of the line,

 That separates you from the darkest of times.

No one had to ask or beg or implore me,

 I'm proud to stand here like my fathers before me.

 My Gramps died at ' Pearl on a day in December,"

 Then he sighed, "That's a Christmas 'Gram always remembers."

 My dad stood his watch in the jungles of ' Nam ',

 And now it is my turn and so, here I am. 

 I've not seen my own son in more than a while,

 But my wife sends me pictures, he's sure got her smile.

 Then he bent and he carefully pulled from his bag,

 The red, white, and blue... an American flag.

 I can live through the cold and the being alone,

 Away from my family, my house and my home. 

 I can stand at my post through the rain and the sleet,

 I can sleep in a foxhole with little to eat.

 I can carry the weight of killing another,

 Or lay down my life with my sister and brother..

 Who stand at the front against any and all,

 To ensure for all time that this flag will not fall." 

 "  So go back inside," he said, "harbor no fright,

 Your family is waiting and I'll be all right."

 "But isn't there something I can do, at the least,

 "Give you money," I asked, "or prepare you a feast?

 It seems all too little for all that you've done,

 For being away from your wife and your son." 

 Then his eye welled a tear that held no regret,

 "Just tell us you love us, and never forget.

 To fight for our rights back at home while we're gone,
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 To stand your own watch, no matter how long.

 For when we come home, either standing or dead,

 To know you remember we fought and we bled.

 Is payment enough, and with that we will trust,

 That we mattered to you as you mattered to us."

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT by Robert Williams

Mr.  President,

You have asked for ideas about creating jobs.   With respect sir, it does not take an economics whiz to suggest the

government should stop encouraging unrealistic expectations by subsidizing everybody and instead encourage capitalism.  

Jobs don't happen by decree,  or if they do happen by decree they are not competitive and neither are the goods or services

produced.  Jobs and competitive goods and services happen when people with the best skills compete for work in a

free-enterprise system where entrepreneurs are free to sell and be rewarded.    China learned that lesson the hard way. 

China's government-owned production was failing before it embraced free-enterprise and capitalism.  That's because

governments are universally  run by politicians and lawyers who don't know how to produce goods efficiently in a large

country.  All they know how to do is interfere and over-regulate while blaming the wrong sectors.  Private free market

competition automatically encourages innovation to provide the best goods at the lowest prices.  Capitalism is private

entrepreneurs producing what everybody wants by hiring people to make the goods and provide the services.  Capitalists

are humans that are not perfect --- so a minority of them will be incompetent or will cheat,  but when the few cheaters and

incompetents are exposed,  people stop buying from them and they are punished by going broke.  But if they are not

allowed to go broke because politicians use tax money to buy big companies and give them to unions and lawyers who are

not entrepreneurs,  it only makes things worse and the taxpayers show their resentment in subsequent elections.  But by

then the damage has already set in.  

China got economically ahead of us because their people were not yet mesmerized by luxury so they were willing to work

for lower pay than our unions demand.   America has gone downhill because our former free-enterprise system is not so

free anymore.  It is being choked by unrealistic union demands and ever higher taxes being spent in ever more

non-productive ways by politicians more interested in buying votes to keep their high-salaries and perks than the honest

good of the country.   The patriotism and capitalism and freedom that made America great is now being falsely demonized

by the "political correctness" crowd in universities and government who loudly blame capitalists for all our country's ills

and attach the words "greed" and "unfair" to capitalism itself --- as if it were a person.  The Chinese used to promote the

same kind of political correctness, but caught themselves just before their country collapsed altogether.

It is noteworthy that most of the innovations that produced world-shaking results were invented in the United States while

we still emphasized capitalism and free-enterprise.  The Chinese have not yet caught up with us on inventiveness ---  but

they are not dumb,  so it is just a matter of time.  If we discourage inventiveness by removing the personal gain

motivation,  our demise will be guaranteed and the real cause will rest squarely on the shoulders of politicians and lawyers

who have allowed themselves to abandon common sense and become control-freaks. 

In short,  Mr. President,  it is really easier than the so-called economic gurus think.  If government doesn't poke its nose

into it,  jobs will create themselves.  Freedom and lower taxes and "get real" are the operative words here.  By the way sir, 

how many economic geniuses in recent times were proven correct about anything in real life?  How many socialists have

in the long run ever been correct about anything in real life?


