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AMERICAN MAJORITY MECHANICS TRAINING  by Cherie Mezynski

NOTE: Cherie Mezynski is an APC member who currently lives in the Ohio Valley and is active in her community.  She is

extremely busy this time of year with planting her garden and working on political activist causes.  (also note the link provided

in this article to the American Majority web site) 

Cherie says ----

I had a great time and learned a lot last week when I attended the American Majority Mechanics training near DC.  American

Majority is a non-partisan, non-profit political training organization with offices in six states.  Its mission is to train and equip a

national network of new leadership committed to individual freedom through limited government and the free market system.

The “Mechanics” name comes directly from Revolutionary history:  Sam Adams and his Mechanics literally helped create our

great nation.  American Majority does not advocate for a party—they are for policy and principle.

The vision for the Mechanics program is that we will conduct, at a minimum, one training a month in our areas, helping to give

people the tools necessary to organize their communities, hard-wire their precincts, learn how to become effective online, and

to understand the system of government that we are now confronting.  We had 30 Mechanics from 20 different states, with 17

of those states not having an American Majority office or staffer in them. We now have Mechanics ranging from Alaska to

Florida, Pennsylvania to California.  

Our current leadership is out of touch with its constituency, are career bureaucrats, and are spending recklessly and infringing

on the personal liberty of  citizens.  What we are seeing now is an infiltration of government in so many aspects of our lives

other than protecting life and our freedoms.

All our futures and children's futures depend on our good understanding of what is really going on in DC, and our action

pursuant to that understanding.   It really IS up to each of us to take individual action.  We will be conducting Activist Training

on May 11 at the Ohio County Library in Wheeling, WV.  

American Majority provides citizens with information that will keep them better informed as a voter, citizen and resident of

their state or community. For more information, please visit our website at www.americanmajority.org.

It was a very productive three days.  I made some good acquaintances and it was a thrill to be a part of the inaugural class.  I

look forward to continuing to support the conservative movement by helping build a much-needed farm team of common sense

candidates for local and state office and training local activists in the art of effective political advocacy,.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ANGER by Robert Williams

In the article "Great Divide" of APC Journal #20,  I said, "I believe public anger both on the left and on the right has become

too strong for the good of the nation."  With the permission of APC member Sandra Gray,  I reprint below her response to that

sentence --- because it made me think that what I should have said was, "I believe the RIFT between the left and the right has
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become too strong for the good of the nation".  

Here is what Sandra said: "I don't agree that public anger has become too strong on the right. We on the right have lived

through George W. Bush and others in silence, have allowed Political Correctness to take over our lives, have allowed it to be

foisted onto us that we are responsible for the health and well being of not only those who truly can't work and need our

support but everyone from those people to another hundred million or so in  various states needing our money and compassion.

It is only through the anger of the people suppling the money and compassion that the Tea Parties have been born. We need to

keep our anger going in order to get  ascendancy over irrational people like Van Pernis. They are, and have been for over a

century, out to drown us. It is us or them. We have been too nice for decades, too afraid of being deemed mean spirited for

wanting our country back, for wanting what was given us by our Bill of Rights and the Constitution".

The above comment by Sandra is both true and thought provoking.  I am reminded of the righteous anger mentioned in the

Bible and the equally righteous anger at British intransigent haughtiness that fueled our revolution.  I well remember my own

anger at the axis powers and peoples during WWII, and at the communists during the Korean War.  It took me a long time to

get over that anger.

However,  I am also reminded of the anger that fueled our civil war and remained long after it was over.  Both sides believed

their anger was "righteous",  yet that war nearly destroyed our country from within.  Now our country is again threatened with

the destructive forces of a deep internal division --- and that makes me personally angry all over again.  I'm sure I am not the

only one who is wondering what to do with this personal anger.   As tempting as it might seem in the midst of an increasingly

vexing controversy,  letting our anger incite group violence against ourselves would I believe greatly weaken our country and

invite mass destruction both internally and by outside powers who hate us all.

Although political correctness and other forms of attempts to limit speech have been partially successful,  we still have enough

people power to vigorously defy these despotic moves. We can write articles and give speeches and take action of vehemence

as long as we have checked our facts and don't commit actionable slander or punch some idiot in the nose except in bodily

self-defense.  I went one step further a few years ago when a local public official wrote a very insulting email about me to all

members of a non-profit organization I was part of.  Since the sport of boxing is legal where I live,  I challenged that official to

a boxing match with a neutral referee.  The match did not take place because his boss took the official immediately off the

project with orders not to respond to me.  My opponent was considerably younger than I, so had the match taken place I might

have come out the worse for wear --- but oh the delicious thought of landing even one good blow!

It seems a truism that in spite of all the best intentions and "moral" restraints,  our human instincts consider violence

"delicious" if we are sufficiently aroused and we can get even one good lick in.  If we can get more than one good lick --- so

much the better.  What happens after contestants "cool off" seems to depend on the outcome of the contest, the personalities

involved, and the duration of post-contest bitterness.  Some types of humans never cool off.  Islamic Jihadists have been

suppressed at times during their 1400-year history, but many have never cooled off and never will.  No question that those must

be dealt with by overwhelming force until their progeny can be persuaded otherwise by their own internal religious and cultural

reforms.

Because of the nature of Japanese culture,  the general populace of Japan seemed to take a fatalistic attitude towards their

surrender to us and because we did not brutalize them afterward, they eventually returned to a "normalized" relationship with

us.  It is hard to imagine any group of Islamic Jihadists doing the same thing.  Not only is their culture very different from the

Japanese but also the Jihadists have 1400 years of total intransigence.  God forbid that the socialistic politicians and populace

among us give us 1400 years of intransigence!  We simply have to show them that such a thing is not going to work to anyone's

favor.

So how does all this apply to the currently intensifying culture war going on here in America?  Well, as long as it stays for the

most part non-violent it can actually be an exciting challenge worthy of great inventiveness and dedication.   As in any serious

contest there is a lot hanging on who comes out on top.  In our case it is nothing less than the future nature and fortune of our

precious country and all it has come through and all its potential that should not go to waste.  On that one statement it seems the

two sides are more or less in agreement.  If we leave out those who are in it for power alone,  the soul of the conflict seems to

be that both sides believe their own slant on "culture" is the only "correct" one.  Naturally if these opposing philosophical views

are mutually exclusive because of their very nature,  then no compromise is feasible and if no side capitulates --- then the

situation can get more and more prone to mass violence as happened in our civil war.

My question is --- if non-violent public debating could be arranged and continued for a long enough time,  would it accomplish

anything towards a mutually acceptable solution?  Maybe it makes sense to at least try,  but I tend to think it would best be
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done outside the political arena.   I do recall the days when we had two political parties whose powers were balanced enough

that neither one could completely force the issue.  Those were less dangerous days,  so maybe it also makes sense to channel

some of our anger towards the voting booth in order to return a two-party system and hopefully keep it that way.

As Sandra says, "We need to keep our anger going in order to get  ascendancy over irrational people --- ---We have been too

afraid of being deemed mean spirited for wanting our country back, for wanting what was given us by our Bill of Rights and

the Constitution".

I believe that in the long term,  public debate and positive efforts to explain just why we on the right of center are not

"mean-spirited" is of persuasive value.   By vigorously and convincingly espousing the virtues of our forefathers as devolved in

the Constitution and Bill of Rights,  perhaps we can lead the way of preventing younger generations from swallowing the

socialist influences that are so strong today.  We have to show each new generation that what we are presenting is not from a

discredited realm of old fogies with outdated prejudices,  but instead a dynamic and ever modern set of principles that history

shows works better for prosperity than any other system yet tried --- and certainly far better than the truly dried up old fogy of

socialistic and  "progressive" philosophies.   Unlike before the Internet,  we all now have the means to freely and inexpensively

publish not only to our fellow Americans but to the entire world.  We must use and protect this  powerful new grassroots

freedom tool at all costs.

Spreading of "positive thinking" about capitalism, free enterprise, and the virtues of our founding American principles has been

and remains one of the thrusts and strategies of the American Patriot Council,  that makes APC a bit unique among the current

collection of commendable patriotic groups.  Maybe anger is indeed a useful and even necessary motivator to achieve these

goals of ascendancy and acquire enough political and educational power to influence youth and those on the fence to keep the

irrational incurables at bay. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

FOUNDING THE HAWAII GATHERING OF EAGLES by Robert Gowan  (APC member and Hawaii GOE Coordinator ) 

    

Gathered on Suribachi Wall ( a wall overlooking main thoroughfare in Kona Hawaii) on March 17th , 2010 , we celebrated the

founding of the Gathering of Eagles – Hawaii Chapter

St. Patrick’s Day : In these last 3 long years we have experienced much! We have stood up for our Troops countless times , we

have reached out, in a hundred ways and touched their very lives with our thanks and appreciation . We have let them know , in

no uncertain terms , that when it comes to the ‘Home Front’ we have got their backs . We have heard their heartfelt thanks a

thousand times . Gathering of Eagles will continue ! For the next 3 years and beyond , as long as it takes , until they all come

home and America is once again SAFE and AT PEACE . Peace through an honorable victory in a just war for a righteous cause

.

We remain : At your service …………Hawaii GOE.

Additional Comment by Robert Williams:
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On March 17th, 2007 my wife and I arrived at a place on the Big Island I had heard there was going to be a patriotic rally.  No

one was there except a big fellow holding a huge American flag (left in picture above).  I introduced myself and asked if this

was the right place.  Robert Gowan said he thought so.  I put on my three-cornered hat which was the only part of my 1776

costume I had at the time and with my flag stood next to Robert.  Gradually others began to arrive and during that morning I

estimated the crowd of flag-waving patriots at times reached at least 40.  We got many thumbs up and honks from passing

traffic.

During the years since 2007, Robert Gowan has been uniquely exemplary in mounting numerous rallies in support of our

military,  sending tons (literally) of donated Kona Coffee to our deployed troops, and setting up at the Big Island points of

military entry and exit all sorts of troop welcoming and send-off demonstrations and refreshment stands.  As a veteran myself, I

take this opportunity to thank him for his support activities and for being such a staunch promoter of the Spirit of 1776 !

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

SOUR GRAPES AND MORE  by Robert Denham

The Democrats are whining --- seemingly put out because angry people are contacting them, saying angry things about their

corrupt, unconstitutional, power-grabbing healthcare takeover. Well, boo-hoo. They arrogantly dismissed the will of nearly

70% of the population as measured by their own polls. Did they honestly expect there would be no unpleasant blow-back from

this? Now disappointed at the subdued, relative unobtrusiveness of the Tea Partiers' protest on that health-care-bill Sunday,

they’re blatantly smearing these demonstrators, who came to DC fully within their rights to show their opposition to the bill.

Demonstrators whom they the Dems, clearly tried to bait with their shameless and completely unnecessary (they could have

used the underground access tunnels)-- middle-finger-flipping march through the protesters --- a smirking Nancy Pelosi lugging

her oversize gavel. 

They insist that obscenities, racist epithets and anti-gay slurs were shouted at passing Representatives on their way to the

Capitol Building. Some even claimed to have been spit upon.  Undoubtedly this reaction is exactly what they were hoping for

from people they consider unwashed, trailer-trash doofusses --- these knuckle-dragging morons still "clinging to their God and

guns". However, no such luck.  Despite the presence of numerous television cameras unblinkingly documenting the pompous

Democrats’ stroll, not one instance of such poor behavior on the part of protesters was recorded . That's how liberals protest,

you see.   Not conservatives.  We have more respect for others, and ourselves. We also have more self-control. Conservative

pundit Andrew Breitbart has offered to donate $10,000 to the United Negro College Fund, if anyone produces conclusive

evidence that any of these alleged incidents did in fact happen. Shockingly --- as I write this --- no one has come forward with

proof.  On the contrary,  would Pelosi have been out there if they’d truly expected trouble? Of course not.  So, the Democrats

did what liberal politicians always do: they lied; they made stuff up.  Then hyperventilating in quivering bogus outrage, they

condemned the alleged insults. Thus are the lies of liberalism --- varied and malicious, but unfortunately commonplace. We’ve

seen similarly contrived mischief in recent years in several colleges and universities. Supposed “hate crimes”,  supposedly

perpetrated upon blacks --- presumably by racist whites. 

A “lynching noose” hung outside a black fraternity, or from the door of a black student’s dorm room.   A black professor’s car

spray-painted with racist slurs and profanity.  In most cases, upon investigation the “crime” was found to have been committed

by the very person making the complaint --- attempting to stir up racial strife where little or none, existed. How this promotes

healthy race relations in America remains unclear  However, that's obviously not the point.  Racial discord remains a powerful

socio-political tool for those unscrupulous enough to sow it and to wield it.  Every liberal knows that when in doubt cry “hater”

racist, sexist, homophobe.....Christian, etc.  And that's why anyone who articulately expresses an informed

knowledgeable dislike for Obama's policies is just a brainless redneck racist.  Politics encourages strange people to do weird

things. For example: falsely--and viciously--accusing respectful, peaceable demonstrators of offensive wildly inappropriate

behavior --- simply for opposing an agenda. An agenda which was massively unpopular to begin with, and for good reason. 

Some readers may conclude that this is all just sour grapes on the part of a conservative Republican. They’d be right in part, 

but it’s more than that. It’s also the sadness and anger of a patriotic American watching our Founders’ noble experiment in

genuine, representative government being unceremoniously kicked aside,  assaulted by a radical-leftwing cadre which does as it

pleases--- the wishes of “We, the People” be damned.  Pelosi said; “--- once we break down this door (healthcare), more

legislation will follow".  And it will. More laws equal less freedom,  folks.  Besides, once a law is passed it's a relatively easy

matter to slap on more and more rules and restrictions. Was this what Jefferson, Adams, Franklin, etc., had in mind?  May the

Obama-maniacs enjoy their new perilously-expensive entitlements because too much was betrayed to secure them.  If liberty

could be said to have a drawback,  it’s that those who would conspire to steal it from you are just as free to act as you. 
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Welcome to the "Socialist Republik of Amerika".  But remember; righteous anger is a powerful tool. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

  
SOCIAL SECURITY AND MEDICARE PROJECTIONS: 2009 No. 662  June 11, 2009 
by Pamela Villarreal  (article supplied by Mike Dennin)   

NOTE:  Pamela Villarreal is a senior policy analyst with the National Center for Policy Analysis. http://www.ncpa.org/pub/ba662

NOTE FROM MIKE DENNIN: ---As you see,  this sobering glimpse into America's economic future was written in June of last year and does
not include the trillions of dollars that Obamacare will add to the national debt.

*****************************************************************

The 2009 Social Security and Medicare Trustees Reports show the combined unfunded liability of these two programs has reached nearly
$107 trillion in today's dollars!  That is about seven times the size of the U.S. economy and 10 times the size of the outstanding national debt.

The unfunded liability is the difference between the benefits that have been promised to current and future retirees and what will be collected
in dedicated taxes and Medicare premiums.  Last year alone, this debt rose by $5 trillion.  If no other reform is enacted, this funding gap can
only be closed in future years by substantial tax increases, large benefit cuts or both.

Social Security versus Medicare.  Politi cians and the media focus on Social Security's financial health, but Medicare's future liabilities are far
more ominous, at more than $89 trillion. Medicare's total unfunded liability is more than five times larger than that of Social Security.   In fact,
the new Medicare prescription drug benefit enacted in 2006 (Part D) alone adds some $17 trillion to the projected Medicare shortfall - an
amount greater than all of Social Security's unfunded obligations. 

Future Payroll Tax Burdens.  Currently, a 12.4 percent payroll tax on wages funds Social Se curity and a 2.9 percent payroll tax funds
Medicare Part A (Hospital Insurance).  But if payroll tax rates rise to meet unfunded obligations:

When today's college students reach retirement (about 2054), Social Security alone will require a 16.6 percent payroll tax, one-third
greater than today's rate.

When Medicare Part A is included, the payroll tax burden will rise to 25.7 percent - more than one of every four dollars workers will
earn that year.

If Medicare Part B (physician services) and Part D are included, the total Social Security/Medicare burden will climb to 37 percent
of payroll by 2054 - one in three dollars of taxable payroll, and twice the size of today's payroll tax burden!

Thus, more than one-third of the wages workers earn in 2054 will need to be committed to pay benefits promised under current law.  That is
before any bridges or highways are built and before any teachers' or police officers' salaries are paid.

Impact on the Federal Budget.  The combined deficits of both programs now require about 14 percent of general income tax revenues [see
Figure I]. As baby boomers begin to retire, however, that number will soar, and it will be increasingly difficult for the government to continue
spending on other activities.  In the absence of a tax increase, if the federal government keeps its promises to seniors and balances its budget:

By 2020, in addition to payroll taxes and premiums, Social Security and Medicare will require more than one in four federal income
tax dollars.

By 2030, about the midpoint of the baby boomer retirement years, the programs will require nearly half of all income tax dollars.

By 2060, they will require nearly three out of four income tax dollars.

Impact on Federal Revenues.  On average, every year since 1970, Medicare and Medicaid spending per beneficiary has grown 2.5 percentage
points faster than per capita Gross Do mestic Product (GDP).  In the future, Medicare spending may rise even faster than the Trustees
estimate.  According to the Congressional Budget Office (CBO), if Medicare and Medicaid spending continues growing annually at 2.5
percentage points above GDP growth:

By 2050, Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid (health care for the poor) will consume nearly the entire federal budget.

By 2082, Medicare spending alone will consume nearly the entire federal budget.

Can Higher Taxes Solve the Problem?  The CBO also found that if federal income tax rates are adjusted to allow the government to continue
its current level of activity and balance its budget:

The lowest marginal income tax rate of 10 percent would have to rise to 26 percent.

The 25 percent marginal tax rate would increase to 66 percent.

The current highest marginal tax rate (35 percent) would rise to 92 percent !!

Additionally, the top corporate income tax rate of 35 percent would increase to 92 percent. !!
Pay-As-You-Go.  Social Security and Medicare are in trouble precisely because they are based on pay-as-you-go financing.  Every dollar of
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payroll taxes is spent.  Nothing is saved, and nothing is invested.  The payroll taxes contributed by today's workers pay the benefits of today's
retirees.  However, when today's workers retire, their benefits will be paid only if the next generation of workers agrees to pay even higher
taxes.

What about the Trust Funds?  The Social Security and Medicare Trust Funds exist purely for accounting purposes:  to keep track of surpluses
and deficits in the inflow and outflow of money.  The accumulated Social Security surplus actually consists of paper certificates
(non-negotiable bonds) kept in a filing cabinet in a government office in West Virginia.  These bonds cannot be sold on Wall Street or to
foreign investors.  They can only be returned to the Treasury. In essence, they are little more than IOUs the government writes to itself.

Conclusion.  The Social Security and Medicare deficits (alone) are on a course to engulf the entire federal budget.  If our policymakers wait to
address these growing debts until they are out of control, the solutions will be drastic and painful.

COMMENT by Robert Williams
Try adding to this the new trillion dollar health care program and all the other welfare and government assistance programs to ourselves and to
other countries,  and then add in our already enormous and rapidly increasing national debt, and get a feel for the road to Hell we have
embarked on.  It is not only unprecedented enormity, but it is also unprecedented self-destructive insanity.


